Flynt Hit By 
CIA, Mafia? 

Was there a conspiracy be¬ 
hind the recent attempt on the 
life of Hustler magazine found¬ 
er Larry Flynt? Flynt’s asso¬ 
ciates in Los Angeles are in¬ 
vestigating suspicions that the 
attack--which left Flynt in seri¬ 
ous condition in a Georgia hos¬ 
pital following removal of his 
spleen and portions of both large 
and small_intestines--may have 
been the work of government 
agents or organized crime. 

Investigative reporter, au¬ 
thor and KTTV news personal¬ 
ity Chuck Ashman is exploring 
the possibility that the assassi¬ 
nation attempt was more than 
the work of a “lone gunman” 
with religious delusions. 

Flynt has become a burr in 
the side of the defenders of the 
Warren Commission every since 
he bought the Los Angeles Free 
Press and turned it over to Mark 
Lane and fellow assassination 
buffs. The first issue was a 
lividly illustrated challenge to 
the disputed findings of the of¬ 
ficial government investigation 
into the death of President John 
F. Kennedy. 

Flynt subsequently took out 
full page ads in the New York 
Times, offering a million dol¬ 
lars for information on the role 
of conspirators in the Kennedy 
ambush. 

The Mafia may also want to 
see Larry Flytit put away, ac¬ 
cording to Ashman, who is work¬ 
ing on an article on Flynt’s 
shooting for the LA Free Press. 
Flynt, faced with a refusal of 
major American magazine dis¬ 
tributors to handle Hustler,es- 
tablished his own nation-wide 
distribution system. It has be¬ 
come hugely successful and now 
Flynt has begun distributing other 
magazines which, because of 
their off-beat topics, could not 
find major distribution outlets 
previously. (High Times is now 
carried by Flynt and he even 
made a pitch to Mother Jones 
recently.) According to Ashman, 
major magazine distribution has 
been a target of Mafia involve¬ 
ment. Flynt, however, is a mav¬ 
erick and runs his own operation. 

Flynt was on trial forobsceni- 
ty charges relating to the dis¬ 
tribution of Hustler magazine 
when he was gunned down. The 
judge declared a mistrial. Flynt’s 
attorney was also wounded and 
is now recovering. --Gar Smith 


